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 Marking Period 3 

1 Introduction of map skills 21 Revolutionary War 

2 Regions of the U.S.  22 Revolutionary War 

3 Regions of the U.S.  23 Founding a New Nation 

4 Regions of the U.S.  24 Founding a New Nation 

5 Regions of the U.S.  25 Immigration 

6 Week of Respect: Thinking of Others 26 Immigration 

7 Geography of New Jersey 27 Inventors and Technology 

8 Geography of New Jersey 28 Inventors and Technology 

9 Holocaust Novel Study: Twenty and Ten 29 Helping the Community 

10 Holocaust Novel Study: Twenty and Ten 30 Liberty and Justice 
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 Marking Period 2 
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 Marking Period 4 

11 Holocaust Novel Study: Twenty and Ten 31 Powerful Words 

12 Holocaust Novel Study: Twenty and Ten 32 The Underground Railroad 

13 The Natural Regions of New Jersey 33 The Underground Railroad 

14 The Natural Regions of New Jersey 34 The Government of New Jersey 

15 Early Explorers in North America 35 The Government of New Jersey 

16 Early Explorers in North America 36 Life in Modern New Jersey 

17 Native Americans in New Jersey – Lenape 37 Life in Modern New Jersey 

18 Native Americans in New Jersey – Lenape 38 Economy of New Jersey 

19 Europeans in New Jersey 39 Economy of New Jersey 

20 Europeans in New Jersey 40 Economy of New Jersey 
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Holocaust  

 6.3.4.D.1 

o Week of Respect: Thinking of Others 

o Novel Study Twenty and Ten by Claire Huchet Bishop 

o Helping the Community 

Amistad 
 6.1.4.A.10, 6.1.4.A.9, 6.1.4.D.9 

o Liberty and Justice 

o Powerful Words 

o The Underground Railroad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Core Instructional & Supplemental Materials including various levels of Texts 

 Scott Foresman Social Studies New Jersey 

 Wonders Reading/Writing Workshop Book 

 Wonders Literature Anthology 

 Wonders Leveled Readers (Approaching, ELL, On, and Beyond) 

 Nystrom Maps, Globes, and Atlases 

 New Jersey:  Facts and Symbols by Shelley Swanson Sateren (Approaching) 

 New Jersey:  The New Jersey Experience by Carole Marsh (On) 

 New Jersey by R. Conrad Stein (Beyond) 

 Google Earth 

 Twenty and Ten by Claire Huchet Bishop 

 National Archives Document Analysis Sheets 

 DocsTeach 

 The Library of Congress Primary Source Sets 

 McGraw Hill Impact News 

 ReadWorks 

 A variety of tradebooks related to various social studies topics. 

https://www.google.com/earth/
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets
https://www.docsteach.org/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/
http://k-5impactnews.azurewebsites.net/
http://readworks.org/
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Time Frame 5 weeks 

Topic 

 

Introduction of Map Skills 

Regions of the United States 

 

Essential Questions 

 How do geographic tools and technologies pose and answer questions about spatial distributions and 

patterns on Earth?  

 How does human migration affect a region?  

 How do natural resources affect the course of history?  

Enduring Understandings 

 Spatial thinking and geographic tools can be used to describe and analyze the spatial patterns and 

organization of people, places, and environments on Earth.   

 Places are jointly characterized by their physical and human properties.   

 The physical environment can both accommodate and be endangered by human activities.   

 Regions form and change as a result of unique physical/ecological conditions, economies, and 

cultures. 

 Patterns of settlement across Earth’s surface differ markedly from region to region, place to place, 

and time to time.     

 Urban areas, worldwide, share common physical characteristics, but may also have cultural 

differences.    

Alignment to Standards 

● 6.1.4.B.1  Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps and 

determine how the information may be useful. 

● 6.1.4.B.2  Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial relationship of 

places in New Jersey, the United States, and other areas, worldwide, have contributed to cultural 

diffusion and economic interdependence. 

● 6.1.4.B.3  Explain how and when it is important to use digital geographic tools, political maps, and 

globes to measure distances and to determine time zones and locations using latitude and longitude. 

● 6.1.4.B.4  Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have 
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impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and the United 

States. 

● 6.1.4.B.6  Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on culture, 

economics, and physical environment to understand the concept of regionalism. 

● 6.1.4.B.7   Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more suited for 

settlement than others. 

● 6.1.4.B.8  Compare ways people choose to use and distribute natural resources. 

● 6.1.4.C.9  Compare and contrast how the availability of resources affects people across the world 

differently. 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

Students will… 

● locate the following regions of the United States:  Northeast, East Central, Southeast, South Central, 

Central, North Central, Northwest, Southwest, Alaska and Hawaii. 

● locate and utilize political and physical maps of these regions. 

● identify major bodies of water in each of the above regions. 

● identify the states in each of the above regions.   

● identify the major cities in each of the above regions.   

● identify other major characteristics of the above regions. 

● locate time zones, latitude, longitude, and use the global grid.   

● develop an understanding of the relationship between humans and the above-listed environments.  

● compare/contrast the above regions for similarities and differences. 

● analyze the effect a region’s characteristics have had on its development.    

● locate pertinent news articles about these regions through use of the Internet and newspaper. 

● problem solve location, distance, and direction questions through use of the Internet.  

● obtain weather reports for these regions by using various sources, such as the Internet, TV, and/or 

newspaper.   

● demonstrate effective use physical and political maps as well as thematic maps and atlases to locate 

and identify the regions covered in this unit.   

● use map keys to identify major landforms, bodies of water, and major cities in the above regions. 

● use compass roses to determine directionality relationships. 

● use a scale of miles to determine the distance between two points on a map. 

● demonstrate different ways to measure distance, e.g. miles, kilometers, time, etc.   

● design a travel brochure inviting people to visit a particular region.   

● develop a commercial to visit a particular region. 

● research population densities of major cities in a region of choice.  Using a simple spreadsheet, enter 

the data and interpret the information.   

● research a region, using the Internet as a primary resource, in order to produce a report and/or 

project that demonstrates understanding of a particular region and its relationship to humans.   

● create a two- or three-dimensional political or physical map of an imaginary state.    
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● create a Google slide show that will serve to attract people to the region under discussion.  Include 

weather/climate, economy, landforms, natural resources, and attractions. Present to the class.    

Assessments 

 

Formative: 

 Teacher observation (anecdotal notes) 

 Exit Tickets 

 Class/group participation 

 Quizzes 

 Writing journals 

 Multimedia presentations 

 

Summative: 

 Unit Tests 

 

Benchmark: 

 Grade 4 Social Studies Pre-test 

 

Alternative:  

 Travel brochure 

 Commercial advertising region 

 Google Slide presentation about a region 

 

Career Education 

 CRP4.  Students will communicate clearly and effectively and with reason when filming a 

commercial about a region of the United States. 

 CRP6.  Students will demonstrate creativity and innovation when creating a travel brochure or 

Google Slide presentation about a region. 

 CRP7.  Students will employ valid and reliable research strategies when researching about a region 

of the United States. 

 CRP11. Students will use technology to enhance productivity when creating a commercial, slide 

show, and/or travel brochure about a region. 
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21
st
 Century Skills  

 9.2.4.A.3-Students will investigate both traditional and nontraditional careers and relate information 

to personal likes and dislikes when deciding to create a travel brochure, commercial, or Google 

Slide presentation about a region of the United States. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts 

 

Writing 

 W.4.7. Students will conduct a short research project on a region of the United States, building 

knowledge through investigation of different aspects of the region. 

Speaking and Listening 

 SL.4.5. Students will add audio recordings and visual displays to their Google Slide presentation 

about a region when appropriate to enhance the development of main ideas or themes.  

 

Science 

 4-ESS2-2. Students will analyze and interpret data from maps to describe patterns of Earth’s 

features, specific to the regions of the United States 

 

Technology Integration 

 

 8.1.5.A.1-Students will select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a 

variety of tasks including solving problems when participating in a Mystery Hangout and using 

Google Earth. 

 8.1.5.A.-Students will format a document using a word processing application (Google Docs) to 

enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures when creating a travel brochure. 

 8.1.2.B.1-Students will illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using multiple digital 

tools and resources when creating a commercial or Google Slide presentation about a region. 

 8.1.5.A.4-Students will graph data using a spreadsheet and analyze and produce a report that 

explains the analysis of the data when researching population densities of major cities in a region of 

choice. 
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Time Frame 1 week 

Topic 

 

Week of Respect 

Thinking of Others 

 

Essential Questions 

 

 How do your actions affect others? 

 

Enduring Understandings 

 

 We are accountable for everything we do because it may affect others. 

 Our actions may have effects we don’t intend. 

 Active citizens in the 21
st
 century: 

o recognize that people have different perspectives based on their beliefs, values, traditions, 

culture, and experiences. 

o identify stereotyping, bias, prejudice, and discrimination in their lives and communities. 

o are aware of their relationships to people, places, and resources in the local community 

and beyond. 

o make informed and reasoned decisions by seeking and assessing information, asking 

questions, and evaluating alternate solutions.  

o develop strategies to reach consensus and resolve conflict. 

o demonstrate understanding of the need for fairness and take appropriate action against 

unfairness. 

  

Alignment to Standards 

 

 6.3.4.D.1-Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose 

solutions to address such actions. 
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Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

Students will 

 develop either written, oral, or artistic responses to the following: 

o Taking risks can sometimes be a good thing.  Think about the things you already know 

about taking risks and the consequences that might occur from taking them.  Suppose you 

witnessed a bullying situation occurring on the school playground in which a younger 

child was being teased by an older student.  It was clear to you that the young child was 

becoming quite upset.  Would you take the risk to become involved?   Why or why not? 

 think of a time when you may have been bullied or teased.  How did you handle it?     

 use knowledge of reading “Speaking Out to Stop Bullying” to identify ways we can take a stand 

against bullying. 

 work in groups to research a human action that has both positive and negative effects on people 

or the environment. 

 record ideas in a cause and effect chart. 

 engage in collaborative conversations about how our actions affect others. 

 

Assessments 

 

Formative: 

 Teacher observation (anecdotal notes) 

 Exit Tickets 

 Class/group participation 

 Writing journals 

 

Alternative:  

 oral presentations  

 skits  

 video presentations  

 Google slide presentations  

 research on “bullying” and presenting the data to the class  

 type-written essays  

 poetry  

 posters, drawings, paintings, collages  

 composition of a fictional story about bullying  

 creating a fable with a moral attached  

 songs or dance  

Career Education  
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 CRP1. Students will act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee when reading 

and responding to texts about how your actions affect others and creating a written, oral, or 

artistic response to the bullying scenario and question. 

 CRP4. Students will communicate clearly and effectively and with reason when engaging in 

collaborative conversations about how people’s actions affect others. 

 CRP8. Students will utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving 

them when responding the the bullying scenario and question. 

 CRP6. Students will demonstrate creativity and innovation when developing a written, oral, or 

artistic response to the bullying scenario and question. 

 

21
st
 Century Skills 

 9.2.4.A.2-Students will identify various life roles and civic and work‐ related activities in the 

school, home, and community when responding to the bullying scenario and question. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

English Language Arts 

Reading 

 RI.4.10. By the end of year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction “Speaking Out to Stop 

Bullying” at grade level text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 

Writing 

 W.4.7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of the topics 

of bullying and how our actions affect others. 

Speaking and Listening: 

 SL.4.1 – Students will engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on bullying, building on others’ ideas and 

expressing their own clearly. 

o B. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles 

o C. Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and 

make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others. 

o D. Review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and understanding in light 

of the discussion. 

Technology Integration 

 

 8.1.5.A.1-Students will select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a 
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variety of tasks including solving problems when creating a written, oral, or artistic response to 

the bullying scenario and question. 

 8.1.5.A.-Students will format a document using a word processing application (Google Docs) to 

enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures when completing their written, oral, 

or artistic response. 

 8.1.5.D.4-Students will understand digital citizenship and demonstrate an understanding of the 

personal consequences of inappropriate use of technology and social media when investigating 

the topic of bullying and how our actions affect others. 

 

 

 

Time Frame 2 weeks 

Topics 

 

Geography of New Jersey 

Essential Questions 

 

● How do geographic tools and technologies pose and answer questions about spatial 

distributions and patterns on Earth?  

● How does human migration affect a region?  

● How do natural resources affect the course of history?  

Enduring Understandings 
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● Spatial thinking and geographic tools can be used to describe and analyze the spatial patterns 

and organization of people, places, and environments on Earth.   

● Places are jointly characterized by their physical and human properties.   

● The physical environment can both accommodate and be endangered by human activities.   

● Regions form and change as a result of unique physical/ecological conditions, economies, and 

cultures. 

● Regional geographic differences can result in social, economic, and political differences.  

● Patterns of settlement across Earth’s surface differ markedly from region to region, place to 

place, and time to time.     

● Urban areas, worldwide, share common physical characteristics, but may also have cultural 

differences.   

Alignment to Standards 

● 6.1.4.B.1  Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps and 

determine how the information may be useful. 

● 6.1.4.B.2  Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial relationship 

of places in New Jersey, the United States, and other areas, worldwide, have contributed to 

cultural diffusion and economic interdependence. 

● 6.1.4.B.3  Explain how and when it is important to use digital geographic tools, political 

maps, and globes to measure distances and to determine time zones and locations using 

latitude and longitude. 

● 6.1.4.B.4  Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have 

impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and the 

United States. 

● 6.1.4.B.6  Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on 

culture, economics, and physical environment to understand the concept of regionalism. 

● 6.1.4.B.7   Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more suited 

for settlement than others. 

● 6.1.4.B.8  Compare ways people choose to use and distribute natural resources. 

● 6.1.4.B.10 Identify major cities in New Jersey, as well as in the United States, and the world, 

and explain how geographic and demographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, data visualizations) 

can be used to understand cultural differences. 

● 6.1.4.C.9  Compare and contrast how the availability of resources affects people across the 

world differently. 

● 6.1.4.C.14  Compare different regions of New Jersey to determine the role that geography, 

natural resources, climate, transportation, technology, and/or the labor force play in economic 

opportunities. 

● 6.1.4.D.12  Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters 

from New Jersey and other regions of the United States contributed to the American national 

heritage. 
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● 6.3.4.B.1  Plan and participate in an advocacy project to inform others about environmental 

issues at the local or state level and propose possible solutions. 

● 6.3.4.D.1  Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose 

solutions to address such actions.  

Key Concepts and Skills 

Students will… 

● locate various types of maps of New Jersey 

● identify the main features that attract people to New Jersey. 

● identify some prominent New Jersey figures.  Tell what they did and how they contributed to 

society as well as New Jersey’s development.        

● describe the geography of New Jersey, including the Atlantic Coastal Plain, the Jersey Shore, 

the Pinelands, the Central Corridor/Piedmont, the Highlands, and the Appalachian Ridge 

Valley.  

● identify major cities of New Jersey and the factors involved in their development, such as 

transportation, food, religion, etc.  

● describe the development of transportation networks in New Jersey. 

● create a graph showing the population densities of some major cities in New Jersey. 

● compute the number of miles of major roadways in New Jersey, such as the Garden State 

Parkway, the Turnpike, Rt. 80, etc.  Identify the directions the roads follow and compare the 

mileage data by placing it in a chart or table.  Which is the longest?  Which is the most direct 

between two points?  

● read the following books and set up literature circles to discuss the main highlights:  New 

Jersey:  Facts and Symbols by Shelley Swanson Sateren (easy); New Jersey:  The New Jersey 

Experience by Carole Marsh (on-level); and New Jersey by R. Conrad Stein (challenging).    

● plan a trip through six of New Jersey’s largest cities and use a map to answer questions about 

those cities.     

 

Assessments 

Formative: 

 Teacher observation (anecdotal notes) 

 Exit Tickets 

 Class/group participation 

 Quizzes 

 Writing journals 

 Multimedia presentations 

 

Summative: 

 Chapter Tests 
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 Unit Tests 

 

Alternative:  

 Trip Plan through New Jersey 

 

Career Education 

 CRP2. Students will apply appropriate academic and technical skills when planning a trip 

through New Jersey. 

21
st
 Century Skills  

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 

English Language Arts 

Reading Informational Text 

 RI.4.1. Students will refer to details and examples in a text and make relevant connections 

when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text 

when reading about New Jersey’s regions. 

 RI.4.7. Students will interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in 

charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and 

explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears 

when reading about New Jersey’s regions. 

 RI.4.10. By the end of year, students will read and comprehend literary nonfiction (texts about 

New Jersey) at grade level text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as needed. 

Writing 

 W.4.7. Students will conduct short research projects that build knowledge through 

investigation of different aspects of the topic of endangered species in the Pine Barrens. 

 

Technology Integration 

 

 8.1.5.A.1-Students will select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to 

accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems when planning a trip through New 

Jersey. 

 8.1.5.A.-Students will format a document using a word processing application (Google Docs) 

to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures when composing a song about 

New Jersey. 
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Time Frame 4 weeks 

Topic 

Holocaust Novel Study: Twenty and Ten 

Essential Questions 

 What lessons has society learned, if any, from the Holocaust? (Active Citizenship in the 

21
st
 Century)  

 How do bullying and cyber-bullying affect our society? (Active Citizenship in the 21
st
 

Century) 

Enduring Understandings 

 There is value as well as the potential for misunderstanding in fostering cultural diversity.  

 Media must be critically analyzed in order to assess different viewpoints and to detect 

bias, opinion, and stereotypes. 

 Strategies for managing and resolving conflict must be collaboratively developed and 

practiced for peace to thrive. 

 The actions or inactions of individuals, groups, and nations can have intended and 

unintended consequences. 

 Active citizens in the 21
st
 century: 

o recognize that people have different perspectives based on their beliefs, values, 

traditions, culture, and experiences. 

o identify stereotyping, bias, prejudice, and discrimination in their lives and 

communities. 

o are aware of their relationships to people, places, and resources in the local 

community and beyond. 

o make informed and reasoned decisions by seeking and assessing information, 

asking questions, and evaluating alternate solutions.  

o develop strategies to reach consensus and resolve conflict. 

o demonstrate understanding of the need for fairness and take appropriate action 

against unfairness. 

Alignment to Standards 
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 6.3.4.D.1-Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose 

solutions to address such actions 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

Students will 

 tap prior knowledge of WWII and the Holocaust. 

 identify the meaning of key terms related to genocide such as prejudice, discrimination, 

scapegoating, anti-Semitism, and racism. 

 interpret a map of Germany’s domination during the Holocaust. 

 examine a timeline of World War II. 

 answer literal and inferential questions.  

 express opinions about relevant events.  

 make predictions about later events. 

 identify key characters.  

 understand main ideas.  

 relate events in the past to present world problems. 

 appreciate the need for tolerance of other people. 

 determine prior knowledge of WW II and the Holocaust using an Anticipation Guide.  

 identify and define key vocabulary words in the novel.  

 complete journal entries related to novel reading.  

 engage in collaborative conversations about key events and topics in the novel.  

 examine a timeline of a survivor of the Holocaust.  

 complete one project-based assessment (poem, story, art, or research) at the completion 

of the unit.  

 map the plot of the story using a graphic organizer (plot diagram) 

 use a cereal box to construct a book-in-box activity for a character in the novel.  

 use Flipgrid to create book review commercials. 

Assessments 

Formative: 

 Teacher observation (anecdotal notes) 

 Exit Tickets 

 Class/group participation 

 Quizzes 

 Writing journals 

 Multimedia presentations 
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Summative: 

 Chapter Tests 

 Unit Tests 

 

Alternative:  

 Project-Based Assessment (poem, story, art, research, book review) 

Career Education 

 CRP4.  Students will communicate clearly and effectively and with reason when 

engaging in collaborative conversations about the novel Twenty and Ten. 

 CRP11. Students will use technology to enhance productivity when using Flipgrid to 

create a book review commercials about Twenty and Ten. 

21
st
 Century Skills 

 9.2.4.A.2-Students will identify various life roles and civic and work‐ related activities in 

the school, home, and community when reading the novel Twenty and Ten. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts 

 

Reading Literature 

 RL.4.1. Students will refer to details and examples in Twenty and Ten and make relevant 

connections when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences 

from the text.  

 RL.4.2. Students will determine a theme of Twenty and Ten from details in the text; 

students will summarize the text.  

 RL.4.3. Students will describe in depth a character, setting, or event in Twenty and Ten 

drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

 RL.4.10. By the end of the year, students will read and comprehend literature, including 

stories, dramas, and poems at grade level text-complexity or above, with scaffolding as 

needed. 
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Speaking and Listening 

 SL.4.1. Students will engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-

one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on Twenty and Ten and the 

Holocaust, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  

o Explicitly draw on previously read text or material and other information known 

about the topic to explore ideas under discussion.  

o Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles.  

o Pose and respond to specific questions to clarify or follow up on information, and 

make comments that contribute to the discussion and link to the remarks of others.  

 D. Students will review the key ideas expressed and explain their own ideas and 

understanding in light of the discussion about the Holocaust and Twenty and Ten. 

 SL.4.4. Students will report on the Holocaust or Twenty and Ten, using appropriate facts 

and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; students will speak 

clearly at an understandable pace. 

Technology Integration 

 8.1.5.A.1-Students will select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to 

accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems when creating a commercial 

book review. 

 8.1.5.A.3-Students will use a graphic organizer (plot diagram) to organize information 

about the events of the story. 

 

 

Time Frame 4 weeks 

Topics 

 

The Natural Regions of New Jersey 

Early Europeans in North America 

 

Essential Questions 
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● How do geographic tools and technologies pose and answer questions about spatial 

distributions and patterns on Earth?  

● How does human migration affect a region?  

● How do natural resources affect the course of history?  

 

Enduring Understandings 

 

● Spatial thinking and geographic tools can be used to describe and analyze the spatial 

patterns and organization of people, places, and environments on Earth.   

● Places are jointly characterized by their physical and human properties.   

● The physical environment can both accommodate and be endangered by human activities.   

● Regions form and change as a result of unique physical/ecological conditions, economies, 

and cultures. 

● The study of American folklore and popular historical figures enables American with 

diverse cultural backgrounds to feel connected to a national heritage.   

● Patterns of settlement across Earth’s surface differ markedly from region to region, place to 

place, and time to time.     

● Immigrants come to New Jersey and the United States for various reasons and have a major 

impact on the state and the nation. 

● Cultures struggle to maintain traditions in a changing society. 

● Personal, family, and community history is a source of information for individuals about the 

people and places around them.  

● Key historical events, documents, and individuals led to the development of our nation.  

  

Alignment to Standards 

 

● 6.1.4.B.1  Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps, 

and determine when the information may be useful.  

● 6.1.4.B.2  Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial 

relationship of places in New Jersey, the United States, and other areas, worldwide, have 

contributed to cultural diffusion and economic interdependence.   

● 6.1.4.B.4  Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have 

impacted where and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and the 

United States.  

● 6.1.4.B.5  Describe how human interaction impacts the environment in New Jersey and the 

United States.  

● 6.1.4.D.2  Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, 

immigrated to New Jersey and America, and describe the challenges they encountered.  
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● 6.1.4.D.3  Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s 

growth as a nation, historically and today.  

● 6.1.4.D.11  Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and 

explain the reasons for changes. 

● 6.1.4.D.12  Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional 

characters from New Jersey and other regions of the United States contributed to the 

American national heritage. 

● 6.1.4.D.15  Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between 

maintaining traditional beliefs and practices and adopting new beliefs and practices.  

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

 

Students will… 

● describe the geographical regions of New Jersey. 

● identify the physical and human characteristics of the regions of New Jersey. 

● understand that there are endangered species within the Pine Barrens of New Jersey 

● describe how the physical and human characteristics of the regions of New Jersey have 

changed over time. 

● identify the basic components of the Earth’s physical systems, including landforms, water, 

erosion, weather, and climate and discuss their impact on human development.   

● use a scale of miles. 

● understand the patterns and processes of early migration. 

● explain why the first New Jerseyans came here.   

● describe the first people of New Jersey. 

● describe the effect the land had on lives of early New Jerseyans.  

● use newspapers, periodicals, and the Internet to obtain news articles about New Jersey. 

● use a scale of miles to determine the distance between two points on a map. 

● construct two- and three-dimensional maps that show the geographical regions of New 

Jersey.  

● draw various New Jersey landscapes to compare/contrast the kinds of regions found in the 

state.   

● interview local people to discover their reasons for choosing to live in this part of New 

Jersey.  Collect the data on a spreadsheet and develop a graph from the data.    

● conduct research on the Internet to collect information about endangered species within the 

Pine Barrens of New Jersey.  Develop a presentation, including graphics, that lists the 

species and present to the class.   

● construct a 3-dimensional map of New Jersey that shows the prevalent landforms.   

● compose a song about New Jersey. 

● construct a map displaying the early migration routes that led to populating New Jersey. 

● conduct research, using the Internet, that can be used to describe the life and culture of the 

first people of New Jersey. 
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● use a scale of miles to determine the distance between two points on a map. 

● develop a presentation on how land use in New Jersey has changed over the past few 

centuries and the consequences of that use.   

● write a fictional news account of the migration route taken by the early New Jersey people.  

● create a timeline showing the arrival of European explorers to the mid-Atlantic region of 

North America, and in particular, New Jersey.  

● use Google Earth to determine the shortest distance between two locations in New Jersey. 

 

Assessments 

Formative: 

 Teacher observation (anecdotal notes) 

 Exit Tickets 

 Class/group participation 

 Quizzes 

 Writing journals 

 Multimedia presentations 

 

Summative: 

 Chapter Tests 

 Unit Tests 

 

Alternative:  

 Map of New Jersey 

 Song about New Jersey 

 News article 

 Timeline 

 

Career Education 

 CRP6. Students will demonstrate creativity and innovation when constructing maps or 

composing songs about New Jersey. 

 CRP7. Students will employ valid and reliable research strategies when researching about 

the Pine Barrens. 

 CRP11. Students will use technology to enhance productivity when using Google Earth to 

calculate the distance between two places in New Jersey. 
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21
st
 Century Skills  

 9.2.4.A.3-Students will investigate both traditional and nontraditional careers and relate 

information to personal likes and dislikes when writing a fictional news article. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts 

 

Writing 

 W.4.2. Students will write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic (fictional news 

account about migration route of early New Jersey people) and convey ideas and 

information clearly.  

o A. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and 

sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when 

useful to aiding comprehension.  

o B. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence , or other 

information and examples related to the topic.  

o C. Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words and phrases 

(e.g., another, for example, also, because).  

o D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain 

the topic. E. Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation presented 

Technology Integration 

 

 8.1.5.A.1-Students will select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to 

accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems when calculating the distance 

between two places in New Jersey. 

 8.1.5.A.2-Students will format a document using a word processing application (Google 

Docs) to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures when writing a news 

article. 
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Time Frame 3 weeks 

Topics 

 

Native Americans in New Jersey-Lenape 

Europeans in New Jersey 

 

Essential Questions 

 

 How am I connected to the past?  

 How are present events related to past events?  

 How does family heritage and tradition influence current family life?  

 What impact has New Jersey made on American history?  

 

Enduring Understandings 

 

 Many cultural traditions and heritages contribute to our state’s and nation’s diversity.  

 Historians establish justifiable timelines to connect significant events.  

 Immigrants come to New Jersey and the United States for various reasons and have a major 

impact on the state and the nation.   

 Personal, family and community history is a source of information for individuals about the 

people and places around them.    

 Cultures include traditions, popular beliefs, and commonly held values, ideas, and 

assumptions that are generally accepted by a particular group of people.   

 The study of American folklore and popular historical figures enables Americans with 

diverse cultural backgrounds to feel connected to a national heritage.   

 American culture, based on specific traditions and values, has been influenced by the 

behaviors of different cultural groups living in the United States.   

 Cultures struggle to maintain traditions in a changing society. 

 The cultures with which an individual or group identifies change and evolve in response to 

interactions with other groups and/or in response to needs or concerns.   

 People view and interpret events differently because of the time in which they live, the 

experiences they have had, the perspectives held by their cultures, and their individual points 

of view.   
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Alignment to Standards 

 

 6.1.4.D.1  Determine the impact of European colonization on Native American populations, 

including the Lenni Lenape of New Jersey.  

 6.1.4.D.2  Summarize reasons why various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, 

immigrated to New Jersey and America, and describe the challenges they encountered.   

 6.1.4.D.3  Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s 

growth as a nation, historically and today.  

 6.1.4.D.4  Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of 

New Jersey.  

 6.1.4.D.5 Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of 

Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day 

government and citizenship.  

 6.1.4.D.10   Describe how the influence of Native American groups, including the Lenni 

Lenape culture, is manifested in different regions of New Jersey. 

 6.1.4.D.11  Determine how local and state communities have changed over time, and 

explain the reasons for changes. 

 6.1.4.D.12 Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional characters 

from New Jersey and other regions of the United States contributed to the American national 

heritage. 

 6.1.4.D.13  Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of 

people. 

 6.1.4.D.14  Trace how the American identity evolved over time.  

 6.1.4.D.15  Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between 

maintaining traditional beliefs and practices and adopting new beliefs and practices.  

 6.1.4.D.18  Explain how an individual’s beliefs, values, and traditions may reflect more than 

one culture. 

 6.1.4.D.19  Explain how experiences and events may be interpreted differently by people 

with different cultural or individual perspectives. 

 6.1.4.D.20  Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in 

an interconnected world.  

 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

 

Students will… 

● describe how the Lenape way of life was affected by the environment. 

● describe the characteristics of Lenape culture. 
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● explain how families long ago expressed beliefs and values through stories, songs, and 

celebrations. 

● describe how the Lenape way of life was affected by European exploration.   

● describe the earliest European explorations in New Jersey. 

● explain why various groups immigrated to the New World and describe the problems they 

encountered.  

● describe distribution of populations in West Jersey and East Jersey. 

● explain why tolerance was important in a New Jersey colonial community and is still 

important in today’s New Jersey communities.  

● describe the importance of farms in the history of New Jersey. 

● discuss the value of the American national heritage including diverse folklore, history and 

values that are celebrated in American songs, slogans, symbols, and major holidays. 

● research the Lenape Indians and their culture through use of Internet web sites, write a 

report based on the findings, and orally present the report to the class.     

● create a model of a Lenape village complete with longhouse.  Prepare a presentation, using 

digital tools, that explains their way of life and why the longhouse was a good mode of 

shelter for this region.           

● define the following terms:  nomads, agriculture, longhouse, forage, expedition, peninsula, 

colony, persecuted and artifacts. 

● construct a two- or three-dimensional map of New Jersey showing the distribution of 

population. 

● role play a meeting between the European explorers and the Lenni Lenape.   

● conduct research on the Internet to find names of famous early New Jerseyans 

● construct a timeline that shows when they lived and when their influence impacted New 

Jersey.   

● write a letter to William Penn telling him why you wish to leave England and come to West 

Jersey to live under his leadership.      

● construct a model of a typical farm in New Jersey’s early history and giving an oral 

presentation on how early farming relates to life today in New Jersey.    

● list and discuss the reasons tolerance was important in early New Jersey communities. 

● compare/contrast family life in a community of the past to life in a community of the 

present.    

● use the Internet (classroom links, email, and research) to learn about students and their 

families in other New Jersey schools, towns, and counties, and prepare an oral presentation 

on the information derived.   

 

Assessments 

Formative: 

 Teacher observation (anecdotal notes) 

 Exit Tickets 
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 Class/group participation 

 Quizzes 

 Writing journals 

 Multimedia presentations 

 

Summative: 

 Chapter Tests 

 Unit Tests 

 

Alternative:  

 Model Lenape village 

 Model NJ Farm 

 

Career Education 

 

 CRP6.  Students will demonstrate creativity and innovation when creating a model of a 

Lenape village or typical NJ farm. 

 

21
st
 Century Skills  

        

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts 

Writing 

 W.4.4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 

appropriate to task, purpose, and audience when writing a letter to William Penn. 

Technology Integration 

 8.1.5.A.1-Students will select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to 

accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems when researching about the 

Lenape and early NJ farms. 

 8.1.5.A.-Students will format a document using a word processing application (Google 

Docs) to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures when writing a letter to 

William Penn. 

 

 

 



 

Township of Ocean Schools 
Assistant Superintendent 

Office of Teaching and Learning 
 

SPARTAN MISSION: 

     Meeting the needs of all students with a proud tradition of academic excellence.   

 

Home of the Spartans! 

#spartanlegacy 

Time Frame 3 weeks 

Topics 

 

Europeans in New Jersey 

The Revolutionary War 

 

Essential Questions 

 

 How are present events related to past events?  

 What impact has New Jersey had on American history?  

 Why is it important for people of different cultures to collaborate in finding solutions to 

challenges? 

Enduring Understandings 

 

 There are varying perspectives on the meaning of historical events.  

 Historians establish justifiable timelines to connect significant events.  

 Americans have a common American heritage in addition to the heritage they possess from 

their countries of origin.  

 Many cultural traditions and heritages contribute to our state’s and nation’s diversity.   

 In an interconnected world, it is important to consider different cultural perspectives before 

proposing solutions to local, state, national, and global challenges.  

 Key historical events, documents, and individuals led to the development of our nation. 

 The study of American folklore and popular historical figures enables Americans with 

diverse cultural backgrounds to feel connected to a national heritage.  
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Alignment to Standards 

 

 6.1.4.A.15  Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures 

collaborate to find solutions to community, state, national, and global challenges. 

 6.1.4.D.4  Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of 

New Jersey.  

 6.1.4.D.5  Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of 

Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day 

government and citizenship.  

 6.1.4.D.6  Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George 

Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of the 

United States government.  

 6.1.4.D.7  Explain the role Governor William Livingston played in the development of New 

Jersey government.   

 6.1.4.D.8  Determine the significance of New Jersey’s role in the American Revolution.  

 6.1.4.D.12  Explain how folklore and the actions of famous historical and fictional 

characters from New Jersey and other regions of the United States contributed to the 

American national heritage. 

 6.1.4.D.14  Trace how the American identity evolved over time.  

 6.1.4.D.15  Explain how various cultural groups have dealt with the conflict between 

maintaining traditional beliefs and practices and adopting new beliefs and practices.  

     

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

 

Students will… 

● explain how lifestyles of North Americans and European settlers differed. 

● discuss reasons why various groups immigrated to America and New Jersey and identify the 

problems they encountered. 

● understand that Americans come from different parts of the world yet have a common 

American heritage in addition to the heritage they have from their countries of origin. 

● explain why it is important to understand diverse peoples, ideas, and cultures. 

● discuss situations in which people from diverse backgrounds work together to solve 

common problems.  

● define stereotyping and discuss how it impacts self-image and interpersonal relationships.   

● explain how diversity within a culture can be affected by race, religion, or class.  

● identify reasons for why Revolutionary leaders fought for independence from Britain.   

● discuss New Jersey’s early role in the American Revolution.  
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● explain the colonial resistance to the British taxation. 

● identify accomplishments and key actions of the First and Second Continental Congresses.   

● analyze varying viewpoints of the Patriots and the Loyalists.   

● conduct research on the computer that culminates in a written report/oral presentation on the 

comparisons/contrasts between family life in a community of the past to life in a community 

of the present.  

● conduct research on the computer that culminates in a written report/oral presentation on 

students and their families in other countries. 

● participate in corresponding with a group of students in another country through email. 

● conduct research on Governor William Livingston to discover his contribution to New 

Jersey history and development.  Present orally to the class.    

● devise a situation in which people of varying backgrounds must work together to resolve 

problems and then role playing it for their peers.   

● present a debate highlighting viewpoints of the Patriots and the Loyalists.  

● compose a song with lyrics about the Revolutionary War.    

● develop a timeline that shows the major battles of the Revolutionary War.  

● create a Google Slides presentation that shows the chronological timing of major events in 

the Revolutionary War. 

● write a fictional account (diary or journal) of the trip that was made by early Europeans who 

traveled across the Atlantic Ocean to America. 

 

Assessments 

Formative: 

 Teacher observation (anecdotal notes) 

 Exit Tickets 

 Class/group participation 

 Quizzes 

 Writing journals 

 Multimedia presentations 

 

Summative: 

 Chapter Tests 

 Unit Tests 

 

Alternative:  

  Diary or Journal Entry  

 Song about the Revolutionary War 

 Google Slide Timeline 

Career Education 
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 CRP4.  Students will communicate clearly and effectively and engaging in collaborative 

conversations about events that led to the Revolutionary War. 

 CRP7.  Students will employ valid and reliable research strategies when conducting 

research on Governor William Livingston and his contribution to New Jersey history and 

development 

 CRP11. Students will use technology to enhance productivity when writing a fictional 

account about a trip across the Atlantic Ocean. 

21
st
 Century Skills  

      

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts 

Writing 

 W.4.6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, 

to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; 

demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a 

single sitting. 

 W.4.7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of 

different aspects of a topic (William Livingston) 

 

Technology Integration 

 8.1.5.A.1-Students will select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to 

accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems when researching about William 

Livingston. 

 8.1.5.A.-Students will format a document using a word processing application (Google 

Docs) to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures when writing a 

fictional account of a trip. 
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Time Frame 3 weeks 

Topics 

 

The Revolutionary War 

Founding a New Nation 

 

Essential Questions 

 

● How are present events related to past events?  

● What is government and what can it do?  

● Why do rules, laws, and government not always preserve individual rights and the common 

good?  What can be done about it? 

● How does the government established by the Constitution embody the purposes, value, and 

principles of the American way of life?  

● What impact has New Jersey had on American history?  

 

Enduring Understandings 

 

● Societies require rule, laws, and government.  

● Governments can change based on the needs of people, their society, and their culture.  

● Our government was founded on the principles of fairness, equality, and respect for diversity.  

● Documents, such as the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights, 

define major roles, responsibilities, and principles of our democratic form of government.  

● Key historical events, documents, and individuals led to the development of our nation. 

● Many cultural traditions and heritages contribute to our state’s and nation’s diversity.  

● Historical symbols and the ideas and events they represent play a role in understanding and 

evaluating our history. 

● Availability of resources affects economic outcomes.    

● Creativity and innovation affect lifestyle, access to information, and the creation of new 

products and services.   

● The examination of individual experiences, historical narratives, and events promotes an 

understanding of individual and community responses to the violation of fundamental rights.   
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Alignment to Standards 

● 6.1.4.A.9   Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to 

violations of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights).  

● 6.1.4.C.9  Compare and contrast how the availability of resources affects people across the 

world differently. 

● 6.1.4.C.12  Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of prominent 

figures who lived New Jersey.  

● 6.1.4.C.13  Examine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society.  

● 6.1.4.D.4  Explain how key events led to the creation of the United States and the state of New 

Jersey.  

● 6.1.4.D.5  Relate key historical documents (i.e., the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of 

Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights) to present day government 

and citizenship.  

● 6.1.4.D.6  Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George 

Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of the United 

States government.  

● 6.1.4.D.8   Determine the significance of New Jersey’s role in the American Revolution.   

● 6.1.4.D.9  Explain the impact of trans-Atlantic slavery on New Jersey, the nation, and 

individuals.  

● 6.1.4.D.17  Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect 

the American identity.  

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

 

Students will… 

 describe the reasons that the Revolutionary leaders fought for independence from Britain.   

● understand the sequence of events during the Battles of Trenton, Princeton, and Monmouth 

by reading a timeline. 

● explain New Jersey’s important role in the American Revolution. 

● identify the Declaration of Independence as a major document in American history.  

● explain democracy and its virtues as well as the benefits it provides American citizens. 

● explain how the Constitution is a basic plan for the United States government. 

● identify the Constitution and the Bill of Rights as key documents defining our form of 

government.  

● identify national symbols, such as the Statue of Liberty, the flag, and the eagle and explain 

the meaning behind each.    

● compare/contrast family life in a community today with that of the past. 

● describe characteristics of effective citizenship and discuss ways to influence public policy. 

● discuss the value of the American national heritage including diverse folklore and cultural 

contributions from New Jersey and other regions in the United States. 
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● discuss the value of the American national heritage including history and values celebrated 

in American songs, symbols, slogans, and major holidays.   

● discuss the value of the American national heritage including historical preservation of 

primary documents, buildings, places of memory, and significant artifacts. 

● access important historical documents for examination and analysis  

● develop a timeline that depicts the sequence of events during the Battles of Trenton, 

Princeton, and Monmouth. 

● participate in group discussions about the basic elements found in our most important 

historical documents and determine how those elements have shaped our government and 

way of life. 

● read a critically important document to our democracy, such as the Declaration of 

Independence or the Bill of Rights, and analyze its major points.  Evaluate how it has 

impacted our national identity.  

● research various battles that took place in New Jersey and prepare written reports on them to 

present orally to the class. 

● develop an essay, emphasizing written communication skills, on the virtues and benefits of 

democracy and present orally to the class.   

● write a poem about a battle that took place in New Jersey.  

 

Assessments 

 

Formative: 

 Teacher observation (anecdotal notes) 

 Exit Tickets 

 Class/group participation 

 Quizzes 

 Writing journals 

 Multimedia presentations 

 

Summative: 

 Chapter Tests 

 Unit Tests 

 

Alternative:  

 Poem 

 

 

Career Education 
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 CRP4.  Students will communicate clearly and effectively and engaging in collaborative 

conversations about the Revolutionary War. 

 CRP7.  Students will employ valid and reliable research strategies when conducting 

research on various New Jersey battles. 

 CRP11. Students will use technology to enhance productivity when developing an essay on 

the virtues and benefits of democracy and present orally to the class.   

 

21
st
 Century Skills  

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts 

Writing 

 W.4.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 

metacognition/self-correction and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day 

or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. (Essay on virtues 

and benefits of democracy) 

 

Technology Integration 

 8.1.5.A.1-Students will select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to 

accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems when researching various battles 

that took place in New Jersey. 

 8.1.5.A.-Students will format a document using a word processing application (Google 

Docs) to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures when developing an 

essay, emphasizing written communication skills, on the virtues and benefits of democracy 

and present orally to the class.   

 

 

 

Time Frame 2 weeks 

Topic 

 

Immigration 
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Essential Questions 

 

 Why have people from other countries immigrated to the United States?  

 How does someone become a citizen of the United States? 

 

Enduring Understandings 

 

 The study of American folklore and popular historical figures enables American with 

diverse cultural backgrounds to feel connected to a national heritage.   

 American culture, based on specific traditions and values, has been influenced by the 

behaviors of different cultural groups living in the United States.  

 Immigrants come to New Jersey and the United States for various reasons and have a major 

impact on the state and the nation.  

 Our government was founded on the principles of fairness, equality, and respect for 

diversity.  

 Immigrants can become and obtain the rights of American citizens. 

 In an interconnected world, increased collaboration is needed by individuals, groups, and 

nations to solve global problems.   

 

Alignment to Standards 

 6.1.4.A.13  Describe the process by which immigrants become United States citizens.   

 6.1.4.A.16 Explore how national and international leaders, businesses, and global 

organizations promote human rights and provide aid to individuals and nations in need.  

 6.1.4.D.3  Evaluate the impact of voluntary and involuntary immigration on America’s 

growth as a nation, historically and today.  

 6.1.4.D.13  Describe how culture is expressed through and influenced by the behavior of 

people.  

 6.1.4.D.16   Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict, using examples 

from the past and present.    

 6.1.4.D.20   Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in 

an interconnected world.   

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

 

Students will 
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● explain that the world is divided into many nations consisting of territory and people with 

their own government, languages, customs, and laws.   

● understand the various reasons people immigrated to the United States.   

● compare/contrast the challenges immigrants faced in their in leaving their home countries 

and coming to the United States. 

● describe the experience of an immigrant entering through Ellis Island. 

● describe the requirements for citizenship in the United States. 

● understand why it is important for nations to communicate and resolve disagreements via 

peaceful means. 

● discuss the purpose of the United Nations. 

● understand that the United States interacts with other nations of the world through trade, 

treaties, and agreements, diplomacy, cultural contacts, and sometimes through the use of 

military force.   

● conduct research on students and their families in other countries through the use of 

classroom links, email, and the Internet.  

● conduct a first-person interview of someone whose ancestry is from another country.  Find 

out why his/her ancestors came to the United States and settled in New Jersey.  Produce a 

media-rich digital story about it.   

● use the Internet to locate genealogical information about one’s family ancestry.   

● create an essay, short story, or poem that describes the challenges their own ancestors may 

have faced in immigrating to the United States. 

● research Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty on the Internet and gather information to 

organize into a written report to present orally to the class. 

● determine what time it is in various places in the world by using a time zone map.  

● research the United Nations on the Internet in order to prepare and present a report that 

evaluates its importance and the role it plays in today’s global society. 

● conduct research on the Internet to gather information about where certain nationalities have 

settled in New Jersey.  Produce a population map that shows the various locations.   

Assessments 

Formative: 

 Teacher observation (anecdotal notes) 

 Exit Tickets 

 Class/group participation 

 Quizzes 

 Writing journals 

 Multimedia presentations 

 

Summative: 

 Chapter Tests 
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 Unit Tests 

 

Alternative: 

 Digital story 

 

Career Education 

 CRP4.  Students will communicate clearly and effectively and engaging in collaborative 

conversations about immigration. 

 CRP7.  Students will employ valid and reliable research strategies when conducting 

research the United Nations. 

 CRP11. Students will use technology to enhance productivity when creating an essay, short 

story, or poem that describes the challenges their own ancestors may have faced in 

immigrating to the United States. 

 

21
st
 Century Skills  

      

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts 

 

Writing 

 W.4.7. Students will conduct a short research project on a region of the United States, 

building knowledge through investigation of different aspects of the region. 

Speaking and Listening 

 SL.4.5. Students will add audio recordings and visual displays to their digital story to 

enhance the development of main ideas or themes.  

 

Technology Integration 

 8.1.5.A.1-Students will select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to 

accomplish a variety of tasks including researching the United Nations. 

 8.1.5.A.-Students will format a document using a word processing application (Google 

Docs) to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures when creating an 

essay, short story, or poem that describes the challenges their own ancestors may have faced 

in immigrating to the United States. 

 8.1.5.B.1- Students will collaborate to produce a digital story about a significant local event 

or issue based on first-person interviews. (ancestry interview) 
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Time Frame 2 weeks 

Topic 

 

Inventions and Technology 

Essential Questions 

 

 How do inventions and technology affect your life? 

 

Enduring Understandings 

 Technology is the use of science for practical purposes. 

 Technology can changes people’s lives in important ways. 

 Creativity and innovation affect lifestyle, access to information, and the creation of new 

products and services.   

 

Alignment to Standards 

 6.1.4.C.12  Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of prominent 

figures who lived New Jersey. 

 6.1.4.C.13  Examine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society. 

 6.1.4.C.17-Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an 

agricultural society to an industrial society, and then to the information age. 

 6.1.4.C.18-Explain how the development of communications systems has led to increased 

collaboration and the spread of ideas throughout the United States and the world. 

 

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

Students will… 

● identify and discuss major scientific discoveries and inventions, the scientists and inventors 

who developed them, and their impact on contemporary life. 

o George Hammell Cook 

o John Stevens 

o Alfred Vail 

o Samuel F.B. Morse 

● engage in collaborative conversations about inventions and technology that affects their 

lives. 
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● use knowledge of reading “Good-bye Icebox” to identify how technology in the home as 

changed over time. 

● use knowledge of reading “A Telephone Mix-Up” to identify how the invention of the 

telephone affected everyday life. 

● use knowledge of reading The Moon Over Star to identify technology used to land on the 

moon. 

● use knowledge of reading “3…2…1 We Have Spin-Off!” to identify products that use 

technology developed for the space program. 

● students will develop an essay about how technology affects their lives. 

● select an invention that has obviously helped to transform our country from an agricultural 

society to an industrial society.  Research the invention and its inventor and evaluate how it 

has benefitted our society over time.  Use a wide range of digital tools to present your 

findings. 

 

Assessments 

Formative: 

 Teacher observation (anecdotal notes) 

 Exit Tickets 

 Class/group participation 

 Quizzes 

 Writing journals 

 Multimedia presentations 

 

Summative: 

 Chapter Tests 

 Unit Tests 

 

Alternative: 

 Students develop their own “Shark Tank” inventions. 

 

Career Education 

 CRP4.  Students will communicate clearly and effectively and engaging in collaborative 

conversations about inventions and technology. 

 CRP7.  Students will employ valid and reliable research strategies when conducting 

research on various inventors and their contributions to society. 

 CRP11. Students will use technology to enhance productivity when typing an essay about 

how technology affects their lives. 
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21
st
 Century Skills  

 9.2.4.A.4-Students will explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades 

lay the foundation for future academic and career success when researching about inventors 

and how their early lives impacted their success. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts 

 

Writing 

 W.4.7. Students will conduct a short research project on an inventor or invention, building 

knowledge through investigation of different aspects of the invention. 

 W.4.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and 

information clearly. (technology essay) 

o A. Introduce a topic clearly and group related information in paragraphs and 

sections; include formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and multimedia when 

useful to aiding comprehension.  

o B. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, text evidence , or other 

information and examples related to the topic.  

o C. Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of information using words and phrases 

(e.g., another, for example, also, because).  

o D. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain 

the topic.  

o E. Provide a conclusion related to the information or explanation presented. 

Technology Integration 

  

 

 

Time Frame 5 weeks 

Topic 

Helping the Community 

Liberty and Justice 

Powerful Words 
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Essential Questions 

 In what ways can you help your community? 

 How can one person make a difference? 

 How can words lead to change? 

 How did the practice of slavery impact New Jersey and the nation? 

 What was the Underground Railroad? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Volunteering is an important way to give back to the community. 

 Superheros are famous for protecting people, but everyday heros are the ones who make 

a real difference. 

 By giving an address, or formal speech, people are able to spread ideas to many people. 

 The examination of individual experiences, historical narratives, and events promotes an 

understanding of individual and community responses to the violation of fundamental 

rights.   

 Active citizens in the 21
st
 century  

o recognize that people have different perspectives based on their beliefs, values, 

traditions, culture, and experiences. 

o identify stereotyping, bias, prejudice, and discrimination in their lives and 

communities.  

o are aware of their relationships to people, places, and resources in the local 

community and beyond. 

o make informed and reasoned decisions by seeking and assessing information, 

asking questions, and evaluating alternate solutions.   

o develop strategies to reach consensus and resolve conflict. 

o demonstrate understanding of the need for fairness and take appropriate action 

against unfairness.  

 The practice of slavery divided New Jerseyans and the nation. 

 The Underground Railroad helped many enslaved people escape to freedom. 

Alignment to Standards 

 6.1.4.D.20- Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures 

in an interconnected world. 

 6.3.4.D.1- Identify actions that are unfair or discriminatory, such as bullying, and propose 

solutions to address such actions. 

 6.1.4.A.10-Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and other civil rights 
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leaders served as catalysts for social change and inspired social activism in subsequent 

generations. 

 6.1.4.A.9-Compare and contrast responses of individuals and groups, past and present, to 

violations of fundamental rights (e.g., fairness, civil rights, human rights). 

 6.1.4.D.9 Explain the impact of trans-Atlantic slavery on New Jersey, the nation, and 

individuals.  

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

Students will... 

 use knowledge of reading  “Remembering Hurricane Katrina” to identify ways people 

can help their community in a time of need. 

 use knowledge of reading “Partaking in Public Service” to identify ways people can help 

their communities. 

 use knowledge of reading  “Judy’s Appalachia” to identify ways people can take a stand 

for something they believe in. 

 use knowledge of reading Delivering Justice to identify ways a person can take a stand 

and fight against unfair laws. 

 use knowledge of reading “Keeping Freedom in the Family: Coming of Age in the Civil 

Rights Movement” to understand how it influenced Nora Davis Day’s life and inspired 

her to speak out about social justice. 

 use of knowledge of reading “Words for Change” to discuss how Elizabeth Cady 

Stanton’s words brought change for women. 

 use knowledge of reading Abe’s Honest Words: The Life of Abraham Lincoln to identify 

ways his words led to change. 

 use knowledge of reading “A New Birth of Freedom” to analyze The Gettysburg 

Address. 

 analyze and evaluate the Gettysburg Address 

 describe the role slavery played in dividing the country prior to and during the Civil War. 

 read about Lucy Stone and describe how her early life helped shape her career.  

 read about William Still and describe how his parent’s experiences shaped his beliefs 

about slavery. 

 research the role of the abolitionists in New Jersey through the use of Internet sources. 

 write a speech to explain why all people deserve to be treated fairly and with respect. 

 read about Harriet Tubman and her contributions to the Underground Railroad. 

Assessments 

Formative: 
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 Teacher observation (anecdotal notes) 

 Exit Tickets 

 Class/group participation 

 Quizzes 

 Writing journals 

 Multimedia presentations 

 

Summative: 

 Chapter Tests 

 Unit Tests 

 

Alternative:  

 Speech 

Career Education 

 CRP4.  Students will communicate clearly and effectively and engaging in collaborative 

conversations about one person can make a difference and how words can lead to change. 

21st Century Skills 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts 

Reading Informational Text 

 RI.4.9. Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 

background knowledge) information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or 

speak about the subject knowledgeably. (Wonders selections and Scott Foresman text) 

 

Technology Integration 
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 8.1.5.A.1-Students will select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to 

accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems when researching the role of 

abolitionists in New Jersey. 

 8.1.5.A.2-Students will format a document using a word processing application (Google 

Docs) to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures when typing a 

speech about how all people deserve to be treated fairly and with respect. 

 

Time Frame 7 weeks 

Topics 

 

The Government of New Jersey 

Life in Modern New Jersey 

The Economy of New Jersey 

 

Essential Questions 

 

● Why do we need government? 

● What is state government and what can it do?  

● What are the basic values and principles of American democracy?  

● What are the basic virtues and benefits of American citizenship?  

● What is supply and demand and what is its effect on the economy?  

● What impact has New Jersey made on American history?  

● How does the United States interact with other nations?  

● How does supply and demand determine the goods and service we produce?  

 

Enduring Understandings 

 

● There are different branches within the state government, each with its own structure, 

leaders, and processes and each designed to address specific issues and concerns.   

● In a representative democracy, individuals elect representatives to act on the behalf of 

the people.     

● In an interconnected world, it is important to consider different cultural perspectives 
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before proposing solutions to local, state, national, and global challenges.  

● People make decisions based on their needs, wants, and the availability of resources.   

● Economics is driving force for the occurrence of various events and phenomena in 

societies.   

● Interaction among various institutions in the local, national, and global economies 

influences policymaking and societal outcomes.   

● Understanding of financial instruments and outcomes assists citizens in making sound 

decisions about money, savings, spending, and investment.  

● Economic opportunities in New Jersey and other states are related to the availability of 

resources and technology.    

● Taxes are the primary source of money to provide goods and services to the people of 

New Jersey.  

● Supply and demand is a basic economic principle in a capitalist society.  

● The United States interacts with other nations in a global economy. (Civics)  

● The government provides some essential goods and services, such as transportation and 

communication networks.  

● Historical symbols and the ideas and events they represent play a role in understanding 

and evaluating our history.  

Alignment to Standards 

● 6.1.4.A.6  Explain how national and state governments share power in the federal system 

of government.    

● 6.1.4.A.8   Compare and contrast how government functions at the community, county, 

state, and national levels, the services provided, and the impact of policy decisions made 

at each level.  

● 6.1.4.A.15  Explain how and why it is important that people from diverse cultures 

collaborate to find solutions to community, state, national, and global challenges. 

● 6.1.4.C.2  Distinguish between needs and wants and explain how scarcity and choice 

influence decisions made by individuals, communities, and nations.  

● 6.1.4.C.3   Explain why incentives vary between and among producers and consumers.  

● 6.1.4.C.4  Describe how supply and demand influence price and output of products.   

● 6.1.4.C.5  Explain the role of specialization in the production and exchange of goods and 

services. 

● 6.1.4.C.6  Describe the role and relationship among households, businesses, laborers, 

and governments within the economic system.  

● 6.1.4.C.7  Explain how the availability of private and public good and services is 

influenced by the global market and government.   

● 6.1.4.C.8  Illustrate how production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services 

are interrelated and are affected by the global market and events in the world 

community.  

● 6.1.4.C.10  Explain the role of money, savings, debt, and investment individuals’ lives.   
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● 6.1.4.C.11  Recognize the importance of setting long-term goals when making financial 

decisions within the community.  

● 6.1.4.C.12  Evaluate the impact of ideas, inventions, and other contributions of 

prominent figures who lived New Jersey.  

● 6.1.4.C.13  Examine the qualities of entrepreneurs in a capitalistic society.  

● 6.1.4.C.14  Compare different regions of New Jersey to determine the role that 

geography, natural resources, climate, transportation, technology, and/or the labor force 

play in economic opportunities. 

● 6.1.4.C.15 Describe how the development of different transportation systems impacted 

the economies of New Jersey and the United States.  

● 6.1.4.C.17   Determine the role of science and technology in the transition from an 

agricultural society to an industrial society, and then to the information age.  

● 6.1.4.D.17  Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how 

they affect the American identity.    

Learning Activities & Key Concepts and Skills 

Students will… 

 describe the development of transportation and communication networks in New Jersey and 

analyze and evaluate their impact upon contemporary New Jersey business and life in 

general.    

 describe situations in which people from diverse backgrounds work together to address 

various issues. 

 distinguish between goods and services. 

 distinguish between wants and needs and explain how to choose needed goods and services. 

 discuss how natural, human, and capital resources are used to produce goods and to provide 

services.     

 define and correctly use the following terms:  economy, free enterprise, capitalism, market, 

goods, services, consumer, income budget, supply demand, scarcity, export, import, 

production, labor, wages, capital, and profit.   

 define consumers as buyers and producers as workers and sellers.   

 explain that people can improve their ability to earn income by gaining new knowledge, 

skills, and experiences.   

 explain that prices are the money value of goods and services and that prices change as a 

result of supply and demand.    

 define basic terms associated with international trade, such as imports, exports, quotas, 

embargoes, tariffs, and free trade.   

 recognize that government exists at the community, county, state, and federal level and that 

states, as well as the federal government  have three branches.   

 summarize the roles of the three branches of government in New Jersey. 

 recognize that government officials, whom we may contact, exist at every level of 
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government.  

 identify how states and local governments use tax money to provide community needs and 

services.  

 understand how the use of digital tools can help generate solutions and make decisions.    

 analyze how democratic values are exemplified in American songs, symbols, and slogans. 

 explain the importance of democracy and identify the virtues and benefits of democracy. 

 explain how using newspapers and the Internet help us to obtain information.  

 use a song to communicate ideas and information about New Jersey. 

 summarize the three functions of money in the economy. 

 research transportation and/or communication networks in New Jersey on the computer.  

Use Google Earth to determine a transportation route that connects major cities in New 

Jersey.  Create a display on a map.  

 use the Chromebook to access various American songs, symbols, and/or slogans that 

exemplify democratic values and present them to the class. 

 discuss state government with government officials who have been invited to the classroom. 

 increase their knowledge about state government by attending the annual trip to Trenton.  

 role play characters representing the three branches of government in New Jersey.  

 locate articles about New Jersey life in local newspapers and evaluate the quality of life 

available in this state in an oral presentation to peers.   

 use the Internet, newspaper, and/or magazines to obtain specifically assigned information 

about New Jersey. 

 design a travel brochure on New Jersey. 

 design a map, 3-dimensional or otherwise, of New Jersey that shows all the major 

transportation routes, such as the Garden State Parkway and the New Jersey Turnpike.  

 role play a scenario in which a producer and a consumer interact. 

 using the Internet as a resource to discover what types of goods and services New Jersey 

produces.  

 develop a Google Slide show that will serve to attract people to New Jersey for vacations, 

job opportunities, industry, etc. 

 

Assessments 

Formative: 

 Teacher observation (anecdotal notes) 

 Exit Tickets 

 Class/group participation 

 Quizzes 

 Writing journals 

 Multimedia presentations 
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Summative: 

 Unit Tests 

 

Benchmark: 

 Grade 4 Social Studies Post-test 

 

Alternative:  

 NJ Google Slide show 

Career Education 

 CRP11. Students will use technology to enhance productivity when creating a NJ Google 

Slide show. 

21
st
 Century Skills 

  9.1.4.A.1-Explain the difference between a career and a job, and identify various jobs in the 

community and the related earnings. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

English Language Arts 

Speaking and Listening 

 SL.4.4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 

manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or 

themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

Technology Integration 

 

 8.1.5.A.1-Students will select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to 

accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems when researching modern life in 

New Jersey and New Jersey government. 

 8.1.5.A.-Students will format a document using a word processing application (Google 

Docs) to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures when developing an 

essay, emphasizing written communication skills, on the virtues and benefits of democracy 

and present orally to the class.   

 

 

 

Modifications (ELL, Special Education, At-Risk Students, Gifted & Talented, & 504 Plans) 
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ELL:   

 Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase   

 Use visuals  

 Introduce key vocabulary before lesson   

 Teacher models reading aloud daily   

 Provide peer tutoring   

 Use of Bilingual Dictionary  

 Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 

 Provide students with English Learner leveled readers. 

 

Supports for Students With IEPs:   

 Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests   

 Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 

 Work in a small group   

 Allow answers to be given orally or dictated   

 Use large print books, Braille, or books on CD (digital text)   

 Follow all IEP modifications 

 

At-Risk Students: 

 Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 

 Introduce key vocabulary before lesson  

 Work in a small group   

 Lesson taught again using a differentiated approach  

 Allow answers to be given orally or dictated   

 Use visuals / Anchor Charts  

 Leveled texts according to ability  

 

Gifted and Talented: 

 Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept maps, 

concept puzzles)   

 Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum   

 Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities   

 Provide whole group enrichment explorations   

 Teach cognitive and methodological skills   

 Use center, stations, or contracts   

 Organize integrated problem-solving simulations   

 Propose interest-based extension activities 

 Expose students to beyond level texts. 
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Supports for Students With 504 Plans: 

 Follow all the 504 plan modifications  

 Text to speech/audio recorded selections 

 Amplification system as needed 

 Leveled texts according to ability 

 Fine motor skill stations embedded in rotation as needed  

 Modified or constrained spelling word lists 

 Provide anchor charts with high frequency words and phonemic patterns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


